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Current Basic High School Requirements Requirements for Students Beginning High School in Fall 2009 

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED: 20 TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED:  22 

MATH:  3 Credits 
Including either Geometry or Algebra II 

MATH:  4 Credits 
Including Algebra I, II, Geometry and a fourth higher level math course 

SCIENCE:  3 Credits 
Including one physical science course and Biology 

SCIENCE:  3 Credits 
Including Biology, Chemistry or Physics, and a third lab course  

ENGLISH:  4 Credits ENGLISH:  4 Credits 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  3 Credits 
SOCIAL STUDIES:  3 Credits 
World Geography or World History, US History, US Govt/Economics (1/2 credit) 

WELLNESS:  1 Credit PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND WELLNESS:  1.5 Credits  

  PERSONAL FINANCE: .5 Credits  

ELECTIVE:  6 Credits 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE:  2 Credits  
FINE ARTS: 1 Credit 
May be waived for students not going to a University to expand and enhance the elective focus 

  
ELECTIVE FOCUS:  3 Credits 
Math and Science, Career and Technical Education, Fine Arts,  & Humanities [Advanced Placement 
(AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) not currently available at DCHS] 

Tennessee Diploma Project: Graduation Requirements 

In addition to better aligning our academic standards with national standards, Tennessee is also implementing more rigorous 
graduation requirements. These changes will challenge our students and better prepare them for college and the workforce. 

Tennessee Graduation Requirements 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 
Graduation Requiremen ts ï Effective with the 9th grade class of 2009-2010 and thereafter: 
(A) High School Diploma and Special Education Certificate . 
The high school diploma will be awarded to students who (1) earn the specified 22 units of credit and (2) have satisfactory records of 
attendance and conduct. To earn a regular high school diploma, students with disabilities must earn the prescribed 22 credit minimum. 
A transition certificate may be awarded at the end of the fourth year of high school to students with disabilities who have (1) taken classes 
toward a high school diploma (22 units of credit), (2) have satisfactorily completed an individualized education program, and (3) have 
satisfactory records of attendance and conduct. Students who obtain the transition certificate may continue to work towards the high school 
diploma through the end of the school year in which they turn twenty-two years old. 
An IEP certificate will be awarded to students with disabilities who have (1) satisfactorily completed an individualized education program, (2) 
successfully completed a portfolio, and (3) have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct. 
 

(B) High School Diploma  
1. The following 22 units shall be required for graduation for students who entered the 9th grade in 2009-10 and thereafter. 
Ready Core Curriculum Units 
 

English Language Arts  .................................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Mathematics* ................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Science** ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3 
Social Studies*** .............................................................................................................................................................................................. 3 
Wellness .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1 
Physical Education........................................................................................................................................................................................ 0.5 
Personal Finance .......................................................................................................................................................................................... 0.5 
Foreign Language*** ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Fine Arts**** ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1 
Electives Focus***** ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 3 
 

Total ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 22 
 

* Students who entered 9th grade in 2009-10 and thereafter shall be required to achieve, by the time they graduate, at least the following: 

Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II  (or the equivalents) plus one additional mathematics course beyond Algebra I . All students will be 

enrolled in a math class each year. Students with qualifying disabilities as documented in the individualized education program shall be 
required to achieve at least Algebra I and Geometry (or the equivalent).  
** Students who entered 9th grade in 2009-10 and thereafter shall be required to achieve, by the time they graduate, at least Biology I and 
either Chemistry or Physics plus another laboratory science. Students with qualifying disabilities as documented in the individualized 
education program shall be required to achieve at least Biology I and two other lab science credits. The required number of credits in science 
will be achieved through strategies such as, but not limited to, increased time, appropriate methodologies, and accommodations as 
determined by the IEP team. 
*** The social studies curriculum shall include United States History, World History/World Geography, Economics, Government, Personal 
Finance. 
**** In exceptional circumstances, schools may waive the foreign language and fine art requirement for students who are not planning to 
attend the university so that they may expand and enhance their elective focus. 
***** Beginning with the class entering in 2009 - 2010, three credits for graduation must come from a focus area. Core classes cannot be 
counted in the focus area. The four elective focus areas offered at DCHS are: 
 

1. STEM -- Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics  
2. Humanities ï English, Social Studies, Foreign Language, and Social Sciences. 
3. Fine Arts ï Visual Art, Performing Arts, Instrumental and Choral Music 
4. CTE ï Career and Technical Education 

 

(C) Graduation with Honors and Distinction .  
1. Students who score at or above all of the subject area readiness benchmarks on the ACT or equivalent score on the SAT will 

graduate with honors. 
2. Students will be recognized as graduating with ñdistinctionò by attaining a B average and completing at least one of the following: 

i. Earn a nationally recognized industry certification. 
ii. Participate in at least one of the Governorôs Schools. 
iii. Participate in one of the All State musical organizations. 
iv. Be selected as a National Merit Finalist or Semi-Finalist 
v. Attain 31 or higher composite score on the ACT 
vi. Attain a score of 3 or higher on at least two advanced placement exams. 
vii. Successfully complete the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. 
viii. Earn 12 or more semester hours of transcripted postsecondary credit. 



 

Page 4 

General Registration  
 

1. High schools in Dickson County will operate on a traditional seven period day. 
2. Placement into classes will follow the procedures outlined below. 

Beginning with the 9th graders in the fall of 2009, students will be placed in the classes for which they qualify based on data. 

Parents and students who disagree with the recommended placement and would prefer their son or daughter take a lower level 
class must sign a release form for the transfer to occur. 

Parents and students who disagree with the recommended placement and would prefer their son or daughter take a higher level 
class must sign a release form for the transfer to occur. Transfer to the higher level course will occur without penalty after the mid-
point of the first grading period (first progress report) if the student has attained an average of 95 or greater in the course. 

3. A student may not request a transfer from one teacher to another. 
4. A student may not request that a study hall be scheduled for a particular period. 
5. A student must be enrolled for credit in a math course through the senior year even if four credits in math have already been earned. 
6. Students must list alternatives for all elective courses. 
 

Procedures for Enrollment  
 

After you and your parents have selected courses, secure your parent/guardiansô signature on the course request form. This form will serve 
as a 4-year plan for all students. It is important that you complete all the information on the course request form and return it to the 
Counselorôs Office for advisement on your selections. It is also important to follow all directions in the Course Catalog as well as the 
instructions given by your counselor or teacher during registration. 
All students who do not enroll properly or fail to turn enrollment information in by the due dates will be enrolled by a coun selor.  
The master schedule is developed from the number of students who have requested specific courses. Make certain that your course request 
form is filled out purposely with the classes that you need and want. 
 

Course Verification  
 

After registration and before the end of the current school year, each student shall receive a course verification form which shows the 
courses selected. Parents and students are asked to review the form, make any corrections, and return to the office at DCHS or DMS before 
4/30/10. 

Post Registration  
 

During the summer, the Counseling Department will review course failures and adjust students' schedules as needed. An elective course will 
be dropped to add a required course. Prerequisites will be checked and changes may be made to meet prerequisite requirements. 
 

 

ÎSCHEDULE CHANGE DEADLINE : FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 2010Î 
 
 
 

REQUESTS FOR SCHEDULE CHANGES 
 
Changes are made in compliance with the following deadlines. 
 

Drop Course Deadline: A student registered for seven credits may drop a course and replace it with study hall. This drop -course 
deadline  is fifteen days into the school year. A student must request such a change by seeing a counselor before that date. A student 
withdrawn from a class after this deadline due to disciplinary reasons will receive a failing grade for the course. 

 
 
 

ACADEMIC HEARING 
 

If a parent and student want to appeal course placement based on a DCHS prerequisite, a request for an academic hearing must be 
arranged and held with the counseling department within the first ten days of the school year. 
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EXAMINATIONS  
 
1. End-of-course examinations will be given in English I, English II, English III, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, U.S. History, Biology I, 
Chemistry and Physics. Further, the results of these examinations will be factored into the studentôs grade at a percentage determined by 
the State Board of Education in accordance with T.C.A. §49-1-302 (2). The weight of the end-of-course examination on the studentôs 
course average is as follows for entering 9th graders. 

 

Fall of 2009 and 2010 ï 20% 

Fall of 2011 and thereafter ï 25% 
 

The student will not be required to pass any one examination, but instead the students will need to achieve a passing score for the course 
average in accordance with the State Board of Educationôs uniform grading policy. 
 
2. Other state mandated testing includes: PLAN (10th grade), ACT (11th grade), Writing Assessment (11th grade). 
 

The Class Of 2014 Will Be Required To Take The Following During The School Year 2010 - 2011. 
 
ENGLISH I: Regular or Honors   BIOLOGY I Regular or Honors      ELECTIVE 
ALGEBRA I or GEOMETRY HONORS  WORLD GEOGRAPHY or WORLD HISTORY (Reg or Hon)  WELLNESS  
 

CALCULATION OF GPA  
 

All GPAs will be calculated on a 4.0 system. For purposes of determining class rank, a numerical average of grades will be used. All grades 
earned in 9, 10, 11, and first semester of 12th grade will be counted toward the grade-point average used to determine class rank. 
 
Framework of Standards for Honors Courses: Honors courses will substantially exceed the content standards, learning expectations, 
and performance indicators approved by the State Board of Education. All honors courses must include multiple assessments exemplifying 
coursework (such as short answer, constructed-response prompts, performance-based tasks, open-ended questions, essays, original or 
creative interpretations, authentic products, portfolios, and analytical writing). An honors course shall include a minimum of five of the 
following components:  
 

1. Extended research assignments 

2. Research-based writing assignments 

3. Projects that apply course curriculum to relevant or real-world situations 

4. Open-ended investigations 

5. Writing assignments 

6. Integration of appropriate technology 

7. Deeper exploration of the culture, values, and history of the discipline 

8. Extensive opportunities for problem solving experiences 

9. Job shadowing experiences 

 
Guidelines: Additional points will be added each grading period and to the semester exam grade for these advanced classes. Advanced 
Placement will receive five (5) points, and Honors will receive three (3) points. Only advanced classes can receive points above 100 for each 
grading period and for the semester-exam grade. 
 

*Asterisk before courses in the Course Catalog indicates advanced status.  
 

Promotion and Retention  

 

To be promoted at the end of the school year, a student must have earned the following number of credits: 
 

5 credits to be classified as a sophomore;  

11 credits to be classified as a junior;  

17 credits to be classified as a senior;  

22 credits to be classified as a graduate.  
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DICKSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY ACCEPTABLE  USE POLICY 
 

General Principles:  
 
When a student at Dickson County High School accesses computer systems and networks owned or operated by Dickson County High 
School/Dickson County Board of Education, he or she assumes certain responsibilities and obligations. All access of this type is subject to 
school policies and to local, state, and federal laws. Dickson County High School expects that student use of computers provided by this 
school will be ethical and will reflect academic honesty. Students must demonstrate respect for property, data, system security mechanisms, 
and rights to privacy. 
 

Guidelines:  
 
As a student, you are expected to make appropriate use of computer resources provided to you by Dickson County High School. 
 
You must:  
 

1. Use computer resources only for authorized purposes following established procedures 

2. Be responsible for all activities on your assigned computer 

3. Access only files and data that are your own, which are publicly available, or to which you have been given authorized access 

4. Use only legal versions of copyrighted software.  Be considerate in your use of all resources (paper, CD ROM drive, etc.) 

 
 

Unacceptable Computer Usage:  
 

1. Using another personôs password to access computers or files (students who ñloanò an account or enable unauthorized access 

may lose their account privileges) 

2. Using another personôs files, system, or data without the permission of the instructor 

3. Attempting to decode passwords or access control information 

4. Attempting to circumvent system security measures.  This includes bypassing security blocks to access such sites as facebook, 

youtube, myspace, among others.  These sites are NOT to be accessed at school. 

5. Engaging in any activity that might be harmful to systems or to any information stored thereon, such as creating viruses, 

damaging or deleting files, changing system settings 

6. Making or using illegal copies of copyrighted software, storing such copies on school systems or sending them over networks 

7. Altering or changing any computer settings 

8. Using e-mail services to harass others or using inappropriate language in e-mail or other electronic messages 

9. Wasting computer resources 

10. Using profanity, obscenity, pornography or language, which may be offensive to another user 

11. Plagiarizing, (taking someone elseôs words, ideas, or findings and intentionally presenting them as your own without properly 

giving credit to their source) 

 

DICKSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL considers any violation of appropriate use principles or guidelines to be a serious offense and 

reserves the right to copy and examine any files or information that may suggest that a student is using school computer syst ems 

inappropriately. Violators are subject to disciplinary action by school officials.  
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Class of 2014 
9th Grade Academy 

 
 

All members of the Class of 2014 are required to take the following courses during their 9th grade year: 
 
 

1. Algebra I(214) or Geometry Honors (219) 

2. Biology I Regular (262) or Honors (264) 

3. English I Regular (112) or Honors (114) 

4. World History Regular (302) or Honors (300) OR World Geography (301) 

5. Wellness (501) 

6. Study Hall (003) 

7. Elective 

 

Note:  The only exception to the above would be for students who have an individualized education plan. Those students will be 

registered by our special education department. 

 

Electives available for the Class of 2014 (choose ONE): 

 

Art I (411) 

Computer Applications (390) 

Choral Audition (470) 

General Music (472) 

Band (Symphonic) (491) 

Band (Percussion) (493) 

Basketball (must be on team) (531) 

Football (must be on team) (535) 

Principles of Agricultural Sciences (551) 

Family and Consumer Sciences (580) 

Health Science Education (600) 

Career Management Success (625) 
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COURSE OFFERINGS AND DESCRIPTIONS  
 

ART 
 

VISUAL ART I  .............................................................................................................. 1 Credit; 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  411  
 

Art I is a general instructional course in drawing, the use of color media, printmaking, and sculpture. It includes a study of art elements, 
specific artists, and techniques. This course satisfies the Fine Arts requirement.  Note: The class fee for this course is $20.00.  
 

VISUAL ART II  ......................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 421  
Prerequisite: VISUAL ART I  
 

Art II builds on skills and techniques developed in Art I to develop further artistic skills.  The course encourages independent study. Students 
should be talented in art and willing to experiment in new and different techniques and ideas. Exhibit of work in the school art show will be 
required. 
 

COMMERCIAL DESIGN (ART II LEVEL -Specialty)  ........................................................1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  422  
Prerequisite:  VISUAL ART I  
 

A study of the commercial side of art from advertising to gallery sales based around the elements and principles of art.  Exhibit of work in the 
school art show will be required. 
 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART with CERAMICS (ART II LEVEL -Specialty)  .......................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  423  
Prerequisite:  VISUAL ART I  
 

Three-dimensional art from relief works to free-standing work will be done in various media, such as clay, plaster, cardboard, and paper 
mache. The history and techniques of the various 3-D media used will be studied.  Independent study will be encouraged. Exhibit of work in 
the school art show will be required. 
 

MIXED MEDIA with PRINTMAKING (ART II LEVEL -Specialty)  ....................................1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  424  
Prerequisite:  VISUAL ART I  
 

Mixed Media will explore painting techniques and other two-and-three dimensional works requiring more than one medium. Stained glass 
mosaics, bookbinding, polymer clay and other media will be used. Printmaking will also encompass a variety of media such as linoleum 
block, embossing, monoprints, etching, and others. Exhibit of work in the school art show will be required. 

 

ATHLETICS 
 

BASKETBALL  ............................................................................................................... 1 Credit:  9th, 10th - pass/fail; Course Number:  531  
Prerequisite: Approval of Head Coach (MUST be on school BB team)  

This course does not count toward GPA until 11th and 12th grade. Students enrolled in an athletics course cannot take a study  
hall.  
 
FOOTBALL  .................................................................................................................... 1 Credit; 9th, 10th - pass/fail; Course Number:  535  
Prerequisite: Approval of Head Coach (MUST be on school FB team)  

This course does not count toward GPA until 11th and 12th grade. Students enrolled in an athletics course cannot take a study  
hall.  

 

ENGLISH - LANGUAGE  ARTS 
 
ENGLISH I (REGULAR)  ............................................................................................................................ 1 Credit; 9th; Course Number:  112  
 
ENGLISH I (HONORS) .............................................................................................................................. 1 Credit; 9th; Course Number:  114  
A required summer reading list is supplied, with testing to be conducted early in the course. 
 
ENGLISH II (REGULAR)  ........................................................................................................................... 1 Credit 10th; Course Number:  122  
 
ENGLISH II (HONORS) ............................................................................................................................. 1 Credit 10th; Course Number:  124  
Prerequisites:  Grade of B in English I Honors or recommendation of 9th grade teacher.  
A required summer reading list is supplied, with testing to be conducted early in the course. 
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CREATIVE WRITING ............................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 154  
  

Creative writing will be an advanced course in writing for the students serious about improving writing skills in such areas as the short story, 
monologues, one-act plays, novellas, and more complex forms of poetry.  Creative Writing does not  fulfill the general English 
requirement.  
 
INTRO TO JOURNALISM  .......................................................................................................... 1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th - Course Number:  155  
 

Journalism will cover the history of American media, ethical and legal responsibilities of the journalist and other topics of journalism -- print, 
photographic and electronic.  Students will learn design basics, writing skills, photo editing and theme development.  Intro to Journalism 
does not fulfill  the general English requirement.  
 
JOURNALISM  ......................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th. 11th, 12th - Course Number:  156  
Prerequisite:  Intro to Journalism or permission of instructor.  
 

This course is designed for the editors, staff photographers, writers and business managers of the school publications -- Paw Prints and The 
Cougar (newspaper and yearbook).  Journalism does not fulfill  the general English requirement.  
 
SPEECH COMMUNICATION I ........................................................................................ 1/2 Credit - 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  451  
 

This course is designed to improve the communications skills of students.  By preparing and presenting speeches to the class, students will 
gain confidence and improve their organizational skills.  In addition to public speaking, students will debate and study mass communication.  
This course does not satisfy  the Fine Arts requirement.  
 
SPEECH COMMUNICATION II ........................................................................................ 1/2 Credit - 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 452  
Prerequisite:  Speech I (451)  
  

This course will provide a continuation of the skills learned in Speech Communication I.  Students will present a variety of oral presentations 
to the class.  Students will also produce several mass communication projects. 
 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES  
 

FRENCH 
 

FRENCH I ..............................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 181  
  

Throughout this course, listening and speaking skills and importance of proper pronunciation are emphasized, as well as introduction to 
reading and writing skills.  Meaningful activities are designed to lead to a conscious control of the language system and an understanding of 
the French way of life, attitudes, and customs.  Class participation and work outside of class are required. 
 

FRENCH II .............................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 182  
 

A brief, basic review of French I begins the continuation of listening and speaking skills in a more sophisticated context.  French grammar is 
covered in more depth.  Class participation and work outside of class are required.  Reading and writing skills are more heavily emphasized. 
 
 

SPANISH 
 
SPANISH I .............................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 171  
 

In Spanish I, emphasis is placed on pronunciation, vocabulary, listening comprehension, logic of the language, speaking, reading, writing, 
grammar, and Hispanic culture.  Much drill and practice are offered to the student in class through the use of audio-lingual and audio-visual 
materials. 
 

SPANISH II .............................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th 11th, 12th - Course Number: 172  
  

Spanish II intensifies pronunciation, vocabulary, comprehension, logic of the language, speaking, reading, writing, grammar, and Hispanic 
culture.  This goal is achieved by much drill and practice in class through the use of audio-lingual and audio-visual materials. 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

All students  are required to complete four units of mathematics. Students must get a credit in Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, 

and a senior level math course.  

Honors classes include projects, research, and the use of technology.  

 
ALGEBRA I  ................................................................................................................. 1 Credit:  9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  214  
 

This course is a study of real number systems, linear functions, exponents, radicals, polynomials, graphing, and other topics. 
 
*ALGEBRA II (HONORS)  ....................................................................................................................... 1 Credit: 10th - Course Number: 216  
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry with at least a B average.  
  

This course provides an in-depth study of Algebra II concepts and also includes natural logarithms, matrix algebra, and polynomial functions. 
 

ALGEBRA II (Regular)  .........................................................................................................1 Credit: 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 215  
Prerequisite: Algebra I; Recommendation:  Passing score on the Gateway Math Test  
  

This course is designed for those University Path students who do not intend to pursue a major in mathematics, science, nor any major that 
requires much math. 
 
DISCRETE MATHEMATICS .................................................................................................1 Credit: 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 221  
Prerequisite: Algebra II  
  

This is a study of data analysis and interpretation, systematic counting, and probability.  Other topics include finance, set theory, networking, 
cryptography, matrices, logic, topography, modular arithmetic, history of mathematics, statistics and sequences. 
 
GATEWAY ALGEBRA  ......................................................................................................1/2 Credit: 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  204  
  

This course is for students who have not passed the Gateway Mathematics Test.  This course is not a mathematics credit satisfying 
graduation requirements.  It counts as an elective credit.  
 
GEOMETRY ..........................................................................................................................1 Credit: 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 217  
  

This course is a study of the properties, relationships and geometric modes of thinking concerning one, two, and three dimensional geometric 
figures. 
 
GEOMETRY HONORS ............................................................................................................................ 1 Credit: 9th - Course Number:  219  
Prerequisite:  Algebra I with at least a B average.  
 

This class is for students planning to take Algebra II Honors during their sophomore year. 

 
 

MUSIC 
 
CHORAL AUDITION  .................................................................................................................... 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  470  
 

Choral Audition is a registration tool to simplify the process of placing students in appropriate choral groups.  Choral Audition is required of 
9th graders wanting to be in a choral group.  After spring/summer auditions, students will be placed in appropriate choral groups. This course 
satisfies the fine arts requirement. 
 

CONCERT BAND (PERCUSSION) ............................................................................. 1 Credit: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  493  

Prerequisite:  The student will be placed in the course by recommendation of the director.  This course will satisfies the fi ne arts 
requirement.  
 

The purpose of this course is to provide musical enrichment for students.  The band will study literature from all eras and provide 
opportunities for students to improve skills necessary to perform in the symphonic band.  The band will perform at festivals, public concerts, 
and other events requiring instrumental ensembles.  Members of this group also participate in marching band.  Fees will be charged for 
summer band camp, symphonic band camp, and trips. 
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GENERAL MUSIC .......................................................................................................... 1 Credit; 9th, 10th,11th,12th - Course Number:  472  
 

General Music is designed for the student who has always wanted to learn to read music but has not had the opportunity to do so.  The 
course will cover basic musical terms, music notation and a brief introduction to the history of music.  Students will have a chance to apply 
the knowledge to the piano.  This course will satisfies the fine arts requirement.  
 

SYMPHONIC BAND ....................................................................................................... 1 Credit: 9th, 10th,11th,12th - Course Number:  491  

Prerequisite: Students will be placed in the course by recommendation of the director.  
 

The purpose of this course is to provide musical enrichment for students.  The band will study literature from all eras and provide advanced 
students with the skills necessary to perform at the college level.  The band will perform at festivals, public concerts, and other events 
requiring instrumental ensembles.  Members of this group also participate in marching band.  Fees will be charged for summer band camp, 
symphonic band camp, and trips.  This course will satisfies the fine arts requirement.  

 
SCIENCE 
 
Note:  Three courses of science are required for high school graduation, one of which must be Biology I and another must be Chemistry I or 
Honors Physics. 
 

*BIOLOGY I HONORS ............................................................................................................................. 1 Credit:  9th - Course Number:  264  

Prerequisite:  A grade of B or better in previous science course  
 

The Honors Biology course expects each student to achieve a level of mastery based upon performance objectives.  The objectives are 
specified to the student at the beginning of the course and are built into each unit of study.  Topics include introduction to biology, chemistry 
in biology, cell structure and function, taxonomy, and ecology.  A research paper or a science fair project is required.  
 

BIOLOGY I REGULAR  ........................................................................................................................... 1 Credit:  9th - Course Number:  262  
 

Biology I focuses on the study of major life processes.  Topics include cell structure and function, chemistry of biomolecules, ecology, 
photosynthesis and respiration, genetics and biotechnology, diversity and classification, and biological change.  Laboratory work will be used 
to emphasize and reinforce these topics. 
 

*CHEMISTRY (HONORS) ...................................................................................................................... 1 Credit; 11th - Course Number:  272  
Prerequisite:  Algebra II Reg or Alg II Honors with a grade of C or better.  A grade of B or better is recommended.  
 

This course is designed for students who are interested in science or health field careers.  A math-intensive course which also emphasizes 
higher-order thinking skills, this class also provides excellent preparation for most college work.  A challenging course, it provides a general 
survey of chemistry with emphasis on problem-solving and reasoning skills.  Course topics include: electron configuration; periodic properties 
of elements; stoichiometry; properties of gases, liquids, solids, and solutions; and acid-base equilibrium.  A working knowledge of 
mathematics is essential.  A research paper or a science fair project is required.  
 

CHEMISTRY (REGULAR)  ............................................................................................................ 1 Credit; 11th, 12th - Course Number:  271  
Prerequisite:  Algebra I; Recommended Prerequisite: Passing score on the Alg I Gateway  
 

This course attempts to familiarize the student with general chemical principles in an easier and slower fashion than Honors Chemistry.  
Problem-solving and reasoning skills are still emphasized, and a good working knowledge of fundamental algebra is essential.  Laboratory 
work will develop observational and interpretation skills. 
 

EARTH SCIENCE................................................................................................................1 Credit;  10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  252  
 

This course is designed as a regular-level science course that can be taken by students wanting to fulfill their high school science 
requirement.  It is divided between studies of geology, weather, and astronomy.  The course level is the same as Regular Biology. 
 
PHYSICAL WORLD CONCEPTS  ........................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  280  
Recommended co -requisite:  Algebra I  
 

Conceptual Physics is a laboratory science course that explores the relationship between matter and energy.  Topics will include mechanics, 
thermodynamics, waves, optics, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear science. 
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SOCIAL  STUDIES 
 
WORLD GEOGRAPHY  ................................................................................................ 1 Credit; 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  301  
 

World Geography offers an overview of the major geographic regions of our world and how man interacts with his physical environment.  A 
concerted effort is made to relate geographic, climatic, historical, and cultural developments into a unified picture, stressing the 
interdependence of people and world problems.  This course IS a social studies credit satisfying graduation requirements.  
 

WORLD HISTORY ........................................................................................................ 1 Credit: 9th, 10th, 11th,12th - Course Number:  302  
 

World history is a one term survey of the developments and events from the Renaissance (since about 1500) to the twentieth century.  The 
course will include a survey of topics including The Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Exploration, American Revolution, French Revolution, 
Enlightenment, Industrialization, Nationalism, Imperialism and World War I.  The student should develop an appreciation from a global 
perspective, of events and forces that have been most important in producing todayôs world. This course IS a social studies credit 
satisfying graduation requirements.  
*WORLD HISTORY HONORS ................................................................................................................. 1 Credit: 9th - Course Number:  300  
Prerequisite(s):  Recommendation from 8th grade social studies teacher and advanced social studies TCAP scores.  
 

World history honors is a more rigorous version of World History.  This course focuses heavily on primary source reading, historical research 
and written analysis.  World History is one term survey of the developments and events beginning with the Renaissance (since about 1500) 
and ending with World War I.  It is through the study of historical events and primary source analysis that the student will develop an 
appreciation from a global perspective, of events and forces that have been most important in producing todayôs world. This course IS a 
social studies credit satisfying graduation requirements.  

 
 

THEATRE ARTS 
 
THEATRE I ...........................................................................................................................1 Credit - 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 461  
 

This course is designed to provide an introduction to theatre arts.  Topics covered will include acting, technical theatre, and the history of 
drama.  Students will present several acting scenes each semester.  This course will satisfy the Fine Arts requirement.  
 
ADVANCED THEATRE ARTS  ............................................................................................1 Credit - 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  463  
Prerequisite:  Theatre I  
 
This course provides advanced training in acting, speaking, mass communication, and other theatre arts-related topics.  Students will be 
required to participate in performances outside the classroom. 
 

 
WELLNESS  AND PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
 
WELLNESS ............................................................................................................... 1 Credit; 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  501  
This course is required for all 9th graders.  
 

Note:  Students may take ONE credit (2 courses - ½ credit each) of PE each year.  

 

AEROBICS ..................................................................................................................... 1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  516  

AQUATICS ..................................................................................................................... 1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  513  

RECREATIONAL SPORTS  ........................................................................................... 1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  515  

TEAM GAMES ................................................................................................................ 1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  512  

WEIGHT TRAINING ....................................................................................................... 1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  514  
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INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM  
The following courses are designed to meet the individual educational needs of each student. Enrollment and instruction are determined by 
the recommendation of the I.E.P. team. 
 

I.E.P. ENGLISH ........................................................................................................... 1 credit: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 801  

I.E.P. MATH ................................................................................................................. 1 credit: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 804  

I.E.P. SCIENCE ........................................................................................................... 1 credit: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 809  

ALGEBRA A  ............................................................................................................................................ 1 credit: 9th - Course Number: 805  

ALGEBRA B  .......................................................................................................................................... 1 credit: 10th - Course Number: 806  

GEOMETRY A ....................................................................................................................................... 1 credit: 11th - Course Number: 807  

GEOMETRY B ....................................................................................................................................... 1 credit: 12th - Course Number: 808  

 
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  

 

Career and Technical Education is a combination of programs designed to equip students with work and life skills.  Through the appropriate 
selection of programs, students may explore career options, gain insights into a number of fields of employment, prepare for specific careers, 
upgrade knowledge as work requirements change, and learn how to improve home and family life.  Students are exposed to post-secondary 
opportunities available in vocational or technical schools, apprenticeship programs and colleges or universities. 
 
CAREER MANAGEMENT SUCCESS  ......................................................................... 1 Credit; 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  625  
(Required for Automotive, Construction, Trades and Industry Drafting/CAD programs of study.)  This course provides students with tools for 
achieving success in their academic, work, and personal lives.  Course content emphasizes the basic skills and knowledge needed for 
employment success. 

 

AGRICULTURE 
[Student Organization - Future Farmers of America (FFA)] 
 
PRINCIPLES OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES  ............................................................................ 1 Credit; 9th, 10th - Course Number:  551  
 

This course is designed to develop the basic theories and principles involved in animal science, agribusiness, agricultural mechanics, and 
natural resource management.  This class is a recommended prerequisite for most of the other agriculture courses offered.  Future 
Farmers of America, a club for agriculture students, is an integral part of this course. 
 

AGRICULTURE MECHANICS AND MAINTENANCE  .........................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number: 561  
 

This course includes standards to prepare students for operational procedures in a shop or home environment.  Students learn basic skills 
ranging from welding, brazing, and electricity to land measuring to plumbing.  Future Farmers of America is also an integral part of this 
course. 
 

FORESTRY ..........................................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  569  
 

Forestry is designed to develop student knowledge of forestry technology as it progresses into the 21st century.  It emphasizes the 
awareness of conservation and preservation management practices utilized to ensure the sustainability of our outdoor resources.  This 
course will generate career interest and more responsible land ownership in the community. 
 

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT  ..............................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  562  
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture (formerly Fundamentals of Agriculture)  
 

This course will prepare students for a career in animal science.  Subject matter will include a basic knowledge of animal anatomy, nutrition, 
health, genetics, and animal facilities.  Students will also evaluate the effect a livestock management program has on the local ecosystem.  
Future Farmers of America is an integral part of this course. 
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FAMILY  AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 

[Student Organization - Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA)] 
 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES  ........................................................................................ 1 Credit;  9th, 10th - Course Number:  580  
 

This is a foundation course designed to assist students in developing the core knowledge and skills needed to manage their lives.  Emphasis 
is on leadership, family & parenting education, consumer electronics, nutrition & foods, housing & living environments, textiles & apparel, and 
career preparation.  The fee for this course is $15.00.  
 

CHILD AND LIFESPAN DEVELOPMENT  ..........................................................................1 Credit;  10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  575  
 

Child Development prepares individuals to understand children's physical, mental, emotional and social growth and development.  Student 
will obtain skills essential in care and guidance of children.  Topics include parenting, parental care, and study of the child through the 
preschool years. 
 

ASPECTS OF HOUSING/TEXTILES AND APPAREL  ................ 1 Credit;  10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  585 Housing; 586 Textiles  
Note:  This package consists of two separate courses. Each counts ½ credit.  
  

Aspects of Housing  is a basic course in interior design with emphasis on selection, arrangement, and combination of furnishings for the 
home.  Textiles and Apparel  provides individualized laboratory experiences in construction skills.  Topics include dressing and grooming for 
success, design and color, fiber identification, use of sewing machine and small equipment, pattern selection, clothing construction, and 
careers in the fashion industry. 

 

HEALTH  SCIENCES 
[Student Organization - Health Occupation Students of America (HOSA)] 
 

HEALTH SCIENCE EDUCATION  .........................................................................................1 Credit:  9th, 10th, 11th - Course Number:  600  
 

This course will include basic health care information on services and products related to the health of people or animals.  Subject matter will 
include career choices, skill development, and application of health concepts relative to becoming a health care professional.  This course 
serves as a foundation for all health science courses. 

 

DIAGNOSTIC MEDICINE ....................................................................................................1 Credit:  10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  613  
Prerequisite:  Health Science Education  
  

This course is designed for the student interested in a diagnostic health career.  This course combines health information science, allied 
health, and communication techniques for the health care provider and is strongly recommended for those students enrolled in health 
science classes.  Upon completion of the course, a student may enroll in clinical internship which can articulate to post-secondary education 
or entry-level positions in diagnostics. 

 

BUSINESS EDUCATION/INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
[Student Organization - Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)] 
 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  ....................................................................................................... 1 Credit;  9th, 10th - Course Number:  390  
 

This course utilizes the Microsoft Office suite of business software to provide students with basic skills in word processing, spreadsheet, 
presentation and web publishing as well as computer basics, PC troubleshooting and maintenance, and IT careers. 
 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING  ................................................................................................ 1/2 Credit;  10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  395  
Recommended Prerequisites:  Keyboarding  
 

The student will apply keying, formatting, typography, and layout and design skill in developing electronic publishing documents.  They will 
learn design, layout, composition, and photo journalism. 
 
INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION  ..............................................................1/2 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  394  
Recommended Prerequisites:  Keyboarding  
  

The student will apply keying, typography, layout and design skills in this course. The student will be proficient in using interactive multimedia 
tools to develop electronic presentations. Creative design, persuasive communications, and language arts skills are applied through 
research, evaluation, validation, written, and oral communication. Typography, layout and design guidelines are applied. Copyright laws and 
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ethical practices are reinforced in creating and formatting various presentations that require imported data/graphics, digital, audio, and video 
clips. Team development will also be stressed as students work on multimedia project(s). 
 
WEB SITE - FOUNDATIONS ...............................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  392  
Recommended Prerequisite(s): Doc Creation/Spreadsheet Apps, Alg I or Tech Alg  
 

This course is the first level of Web Page Design.  Course content includes exposure to basic Web design and hosting, the dynamics of 
networking/internetworking, security, HTML, and XHTML. 
 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  ................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  363  
 

In Business Management, students learn organizational structure, leadership styles, business ethics, and financial, legal, and marketing 
concepts.  Communications skills and security features are also emphasized. 
 
FINANCIAL PLANNING  .......................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  364  
 

Financial Planning is a course designed to develop skills in the use of financial principles in making business decisions.  Students will 
research job qualifications and employment opportunities in finance.  The course includes a study of the allocation of financial resources, the 
effects of finance and credit institutions on the business community and the impact of financial decisions on the consumer market.  Ethical 
issues will be presented in this course.  This class is offered for Dual Credit. 

 

TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING EDUCATION 
[Student Organization - Technology Students of America (TSA)] 
 

FOUNDATIONS OF TECHNOLOGY ...................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  638  
 

This course is a beginning course in Technology Education.  Topics include problem solving, creative thinking, and technological processes 
and tools.  Abilities developed will include information technology, multi media, selection and safety testing of technological products and 
services.  Integration with academic subjects, leadership skills, and career options will be stressed.  Membership in Technology Students 
Association is encouraged. 

 
TECHNOLOGICAL ISSUES  ................................................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  640  
Prerequisite: Foundations of Technology  
 

This is an overview course designed to introduce students to the application of technology to solve problems and meet human needs and 
wants.  Laboratory experiences are focused on the technology systems of communication through drawing and design.  Focus areas will be 
energy, power, transportation, construction, and manufacturing. Students will apply problem solving concepts to these areas of technology 
through drafting and design using manual drafting and CAD software (AutoCad and SolidWorks). 

 

DRAFTING SEQUENCE 
 
COMPUTER-AIDED DRAFTING (CAD)  ..............................................................................1 Credit; 10th, 11th, 12th - Course Number:  641  
 

If you are interested in computers, drawing, architecture, or engineering, this is a course for you!  Students will learn the basic concepts of 
scale drawings and orthographic projections by making simple two and three dimensional drawings using manual drafting tools and computer
-aided design (AutoCAD and SolidWorks).  There is a link on our DCHS website showing examples of work.  Go to 
dicksoncountyhighschool.com then click on the link Faculty.  Scroll down to the name of the CAD teacher (Stefan Logan) and click on the 
Drafting link, then open the PowerPoint Presentation. 

 

AUTOMOTIVE 
[Student Organization - Vocational Industrial Clubs of America (VICA)] 

 
TRANSPORTATION CORE ................................................................................................................... 1 Credit; 10th - Course Number:  672  
 

This course prepares students for entry into all subsequent transportation courses.  Content emphasizes beginning transportation-service 
skills and workplace-success skills.  Students study safety, tools, equipment, shop operations, and basic technical skills. 
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CONSTRUCTION-CARPENTRY SEQUENCE 
 
CONSTRUCTION CORE ............................................................................................................... 1 Credit; 10th, 11th - Course Number: 700  
 

This course is a prerequisite for the construction trade.  Course content includes leadership development, safety, math related to the 
construction trade, hand-tool and power-tool operation, blueprint reading, and rigging. 

 
 
CAREER & TECHNICAL  EDUCATION 
 

PROGRAM OF STUDIES   2010 -2011 
 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE  
Family and Community Services 

Family and Consumer Science ï 5603 
Child and Lifespan Development ï 5610 
Nutrition and Foods ï 5609 
Life Connections ï 5623 

 

HEALTH SCIENCE 
Diagnostic Services 

Health Science Education ï 5504 
Rehabilitative Therapies - 5503 
Diagnostic Medicine ï 5511 
Clinical Internship ï 5501 

 
Biotechnology Research and Development 

Health Science Education ï 5504 
Diagnostic Medicine ï 5511 
Anatomy & Physiology ï 5512 
Forensic Science - 5514 

 

TRADES AND INDUSTRY DRAFTING/CAD  
Design and Pro construction /or Production Design 

Career Management Success - 5701 
Computer Aided Drafting ï 3823/5788 
Advanced Computer Aided Drafting ï 3824/5789 
Principles of Engineering ï 3820/5784 

ÎFoundations of Technology would be encouraged in the freshman year. 
 

ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION 
Construction Carpentry 

Career Management Success ï 5702 
Construction Core ï 5730 
Carpentry I ï 5731 
Carpentry II ï 5732 

ÎComputer Aided Drafting will be encouraged for this Program of Study. 
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BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY 
Interactive Multimedia 

Computer Applications - 3718 
Interactive Multimedia Presentations ï 3746 
Desktop Publishing ï 3741 
Integrated Input Technology ï 3730 
 

Business Management 
Financial Planning - 3717 
Accounting I ï 3779 
Business Management ï 3707 
Virtual Enterprise ï 3762 

 

Web Design 
Computer Applications - 3718 
Website Foundation ï 3758 
Webpage Design II Site Designer ï 3759 
Webpage Design eCommerce - 3760 

 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND LOGISTICS  

Automotive Technology 
Career Management Success - 5702 
Transportation Core ï 5702 
Brakes ï 5712 
Steering & Suspension - 5710 
Electrical/Electronics - 5713 

 
 
 

AGRICULTURE  

Power Structures & Technical Systems 
Principles of Agricultural Sciences ï 5104/5154 
Agriculture Mechanics and Maintenance ï 5101/5151 
Agriculture Power and Equipment ï 5102/5252 
Agricultural Engineering ï 5128/5178 
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HIGH SCHOOL VOCABULARY  
 

ACTða college-entrance exam required by most two-and four-year colleges. 

Advanced Placement ðcourses that follow a rigorous curriculum set up by the College Board. Students may take an AP exam 

to determine eligibility for college credit. 

Alternative Courses - courses the student lists during registration as second-choice options 

Articulation - high school courses that contain the same course content as an equivalent course at a TN Technological Center, 

and for which the technology center has agreed to award credit if the student meets requirements outlined in the course 

articulation agreement 

Class Rank - the order of students in relation to classmates based upon numerical averages 

Core Curriculum - basic courses required of all students for graduation 

Courseða specific class 

CTE - Courses taken in Career and Technical Education 

Curriculum - a school's course of study 

Dual Enrollment - Enrollment in a high school class in which you may also earn college credit 

Elective Course - a course a student chooses after selection of required courses 

GPA - the averages of semester grades (Grade Point Average) 

Honors Courses - a challenging curriculum requiring additional outside projects and readings 

Major - a specific focus of study 

NCAA - an association that regulates college athletic programs by establishing rules of eligibility, recruiting, and financial aid 

(National Collegiate Athletic Association) 

NCAA Clearinghouse - a process completed by students planning to participate in Division I or II athletics during college 

Packaged courses - two ½ credit courses that are taken in the same year  

Prerequisite - successful completion of a subject prior to enrolling in a course (i.e., Spanish I before Spanish II) 

Program of Studies - a combination of selected programs designed to equip students with work and life skills in a specific area. 

Quarter - one half of a semester or nine weeks of the school year 

Registration - the process of selecting courses for the next school year 

Required Course - a course essential for graduation 

SAT - a college entrance exam required by some colleges and universities. 

Sequential Courses - courses required to be taken in a specific order (i.e., Auto Mechanics I before Auto Mechanics II) 

Semester - one half of the school year on a traditional 7-period schedule. 

Transcript - a record of high school subjects, grades, test scores, and attendance 

Unit - the value assigned to a course upon successful completion (also called credit ) 

 
 

Dickson County High School 
Phone: 446-9003 
 
Mrs. Donna Holt-Pollard ...................... Counselor Grade 12   Mr. Ed Littleton, Principal 

Mrs. Stephanie Allison ......................... Counselor Grade 11   Ms. Frances Connelly, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Pam Baggett ................................ Counselor Grade 10   Mr. Joey Holley, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Judy Bledsoe ................................. Counselor Grade 9   Mr. Troy Williams, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Tammy Sullivan ........................... Guidance Secretary   Mr. Wade Daniel, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Karen Woolam .............................................. Registrar  


